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THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE - APRIL 2006

Poster Presentation P4

THE MAKING OF A WOMAN: AN EXAMINATION OF THE MODERN
COLLEGIATE FEMINIST

Eric Barnes and Rebecca Gearhart*
Anthropology Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

The culture of the modern collegiate feminist, as studied through interaction with
members of the Feminist Majority Leadership Alliances (FMLA) on lWU's campus, is
one that carries many perceived attributes and beliefs about what it means to be a
"feminist." Through the use of photographs and collaborative ethnographic research
methods, the research data presented in this poster presentation will illustrate what it
means to be a college "feminist." This poster presentation will also examine the titles
given to people who are "feminists" and asks viewers of the presentation to question what
they believe a feminist to be.

